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Dear Harolds 


Feb. 24, 1972 


Been running thru all the old newspaper clippings re the Kaplan 
case, plus Velasquez J.s letting ms see what files lie is letting 
me see. There used to he 14,000 pages - there are some 5,000 
now. Nevertheless I have found info which bears out things I 
only "heard" -nothing really important, though, hut which will 
enable me to hand in the Reader's Digest piece with an accurate 
source* What appears to be most outstanding about this whole 
case is cocaine. Peru, the largest growers of coca in the world 
Is mentioned often in many places. Kaplan made a trip there a 
week after Vidal' s disappearance* Kaplan's passport is said to 
have many entry visas to Peru. He always said he a business, in 
Peru. Taking that into consideration, the route as Kaplan explained 
to me is Peru, Mexico, Cuba, the U. S», and perhaps some stops 
along the way like Santo Domingo (Trujill^, Kaplan often said 
this is why these dictators fcet so rich. Sugar diplomacy is 
drug diplomacy evi dentally . Vidal, Sr. was Trujillo's lobbyist 
in the sugar business in Wash. It is reported Trujillo owed 
Vidal, Sr. one million dollars when he was killed in May of 1961. - 
Maybe Vidal Jr. had. to disappear because his life was threatened 
if papa somehow knew how to collect* Cocaine, or drugs in general 
also was suggested to me by Ezra, Joel's bother who said did t 
ever occur 
in jail 


to 


and 


i -K ■ J w 


you that it's the syndicate 8 -that are keeping Joel 
t my uncle? Turner, please excuse the expression, 
after reading many of my notes years ago came to the conclusion . 
the freelance narcotic ira Picking of Vi da 3. wasn't pleasing the 
syndicates at all and it was they who beat him as a warning, or 
perhaps, meant to kill him. Vidal never Identified his 0 s 2 ailm.tr,. 
uoel maintained he used to know a lot about the syndicates but it 
had been -years sines he was in touch. However, when I once mentioned 
they might have cone Vidal in, he actually turned his back to me 
and could not control a rather violent shudder than ran up and down 
his spine* If this is the largest and most involved aspect of the 
case,, it could really explain many things* The implication that 
it would a; feet people high in the -Am. Govt, since who allow? these 
syndicates to operate anyway. I have been told the CIA even gets 
a cut for allowing them te operate* Kaplan might know about this, 
fie, what I would appreciate knowing Is 1; is there a statute of 
limitations about being prosecuted for drug Cranking? (This could 
explain why Kapln appeared to be reluctant to leave prison at first). 
2. Hoy; can I prove who is allowing the syndicates, I hear there are 
many ^ o f them, to operate. 3.- How can I provf e CIA and/or government 
involvement * e. How Is It no one stops tiie^vndi cates, who runs 
the government anyway - and was Bob Kennedy going to go after the 
syndicates. You k new it wouldn't surprise me in the least if Nixon 
was making opium deals In China*. I found info to the effect Castro 
needed Am. dollars badly after he broke with the- States and traded 
sugar for drugs with China, which he converted into dollars. Rn the 
way Cuban black market money Is involved In this, toe* Would 


appreicate whatever you can offer as quickly asr-p 
RD deadline . Love to you and j.il, and thank/. 
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